A Town of Tents

who live by carving wooden spoons and howls, and, wildest of
all, LaeSi and Netosl Bach group has its chiefs or patriarchs, its
Buljubasas, who ride on horseback to give themselves authority.*

In this town of tents there may be a hundred or mure of these
Gypsy Kings, The whole race of their subjects in all their
different sects, are the Ciganje, or would call themselves the
Ciganje Rom'njiei> which means Romanian Cnp^ics. Thrse
older men, grandfathers or patriarchs, arc *n t''!t! likeness of
shepherd kings, Hyksos, which mi&ht well be a won! in their u\vn
language. Often, in the mode of ancient or savage kings* they
have a silver mounted stick, or sceptre, their wand of otlia% :t
heavy staff which they carry with them, and which is ever by
their side. For the monarchs of the tent have it in their hln<>d to
be conspicuous. It is not their pretence to lead an ordinary life*
To be stared at is necessary to their profession* Out of ra^s and
tatters they have to create a personality. And this must have its
measure of pride and arrogance. But> also, the circumstances of
their lives keeps them from the drabness of the slums* In appear-
ance, they are Shepherd Kings, but their Arcadian realm has been
transmuted. They have lost their flocks and herds.

Here comes a Laje$,f or horsccoper, insolently swaggering,
with long hair down to his shoulders. He wears a heavy belt of
leather, studded with brass nails, has the trousers of a Mameluke*
and munches, munches, at a hunk of bread 1 Its long st< irk whip
is in his other hand. Others, clowns on horseback,, come gallop-
ing by. Nothing more clownlikc than when one of the Laou
catches at a pony and jumps upon its back; but he becomes
then, immediately, someone magnificent out of the plains* All
Ask, Scytihia, Tartary* arc behind him. The Laegi, more than
other Gypsies* show their Indian origin. They arc fakirs,, wantons
of religion. When Bacchus invaded India, the LacSi will have
joined him and been his vanguard, darting like dervishes into
the crowd; and, again, campfollowers, stragglers in the dust of
his triumph.

Many of them have veiled or hypnotic cye$9 set at a slanting
angle in their heads. By merely looking at you, or so it Is a

* They were allowed to wear the full beard, a sign of nobility, l<m# red
mantles, coloured boots, and the Phrygian cap,

f Pronounced Laets, or Lactsi 10 the plural; as, also Netotai for Netoli*
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